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. C 1Darrell L. Bock Jesusccording to Scripture: Restoring the Portrait from the

GospelgGrand Rapids, MiBaker Academi¢2002), 69.

" ¢ Bock, Darrell LJesus according to Scripture: Restoring the Portrait from the Gospel
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002
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. C 1Michael A. G. Haykin and Barry H. Howson, ed®eading Scripture, Learning
Wisdom: Essays in Honour of David G. Barfggterborough, ON: Joshua Press, 2021
45.

" ¢ Haykin, Michael A. G., and Barry H. Howson, eBgading Scripture, Learning
Wisdom: Essays in Honour of David G. Barkaterborough, ON: Joshua Press
2021.
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. C 1Ralph H. Wood, Jr., Peter C. Hill, and W. Paul Williamsbme Psychology of
Religious FundamentalisiiNew York, NY. Guilford Press, 200%, 151

" ¢ Wood, Ralph H., Jr., Peter C. Hill, and W. Paul Williamsiire Psychology of Religious
FundamentalismNew York, NY: Guilford Press, 2005.
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. C 1Risto Uro, et. al, edsThe Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Ritu@xford,

" UK: Oxford University Press, 2019, 79.

" ¢ Uro, Risto,Juliette J. Day, Richard E. DeMaris, and Rickard Rqittds.The Oxford
Handbook ofearly Christian Ritual Oxford, UK:Oxford University Press, 2019.
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. C 1Harold W. Attridge, The Epistle to the Hebrews: A Commentary on the Epist

to the Hebrewsed. Helmut Koester (Hermeneia. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989
151.

" ¢ Attridge, Harold W.The Epistle to the Hebrews: A Commentary on the Epistle to the

HebrewsEdited by Helmut Koester. Hermeneia. Philadelphia: Fortress Press
1989.
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. C 1 Jacques A. Blocher and Jacques Blandenieng Evangelization of the World:

A History of Christian Missigrirans. Michael Parker (Pasadena, CA: William Carey
Library, 2013), 32.

" ¢ Blocher, Jacques A., and Jacques Blandenidre Evangelization of the World: A
History of Christian Missionlranslated by Michael Parker. Pasadena, CA:
William Carey Library, 2013.
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Testament: Cultural, Social, and Historical Contexdd. del B. Green and Lee Martin
McDonald(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 20139.
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Cultural, Social, and Historical Contextsdted by Joel B. Green and Lee Matrtil

McDonald 54z76. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2013
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. C 1K. M. Moran and Eric Hendersori,he Empowered Writer2nd ed. Don Mills,
ON:2014), 154.

" ¢ Moran K. M., and Eric Hendersor.he Empowered Writer2nd ed. Don Mills, ON:
2014.
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. C 1Joel R. Beekand Paul M. SmalleyReformed Systematic Theologyol. 1,
Revelation and GofWheaton, IL: Crossway, 201993.

" ¢ Beeke, Joel R. and Paul M. SmallBgformed Systemati€heology. Vol. 1Revelation
and God Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2019.
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. C 1Stephen J. Yuille, edThe Works of William Perkin§Grand Rapids, MI:
Reformation HeritageBooks, 2020),9:153.

" ¢ Yuille, Stephen J., edhe Works of William Perkind/ol. 9. Grand Rapids, Ml:
Reformation Heritage Books, 2020.
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. C 1lan J. VaillancourtThe Multifaceted Saviour of Psalms 110 and 118: A
Canonical Exegesisiebrew Bible Monographs 8§¢Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Phoenix
Press, 2019, 69.

" ¢ Valllancourt, lan JThe Multifaceted Saviour of Psalms 110 and 118: A Canonical
Exegesigdebrew Bible Monographs 86Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Phoenix Pres:

2019.
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Exegetical Commentary on the Old Testament 25 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,

2020), 84.
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. C 1 Wayne Baxter,Growing Up to Get Alongonflict and Unity in Philippians
(Crosslink, 2019, loc. 1385, Kindle.

" ¢ Baxter, WayneGrowing Up to Get Along: Conflict and UnityRhilippians Crosslink,

2016. Kindle.
rBEE # - o) -, BT 2&-. %# , 3+ #01
. C 1 Fyodor Dostoevsky Crime and Punishmentrans. Constance Garnett

(Project Gutenberg, last updated November 5, 2012), pt. 6, chaphftp://
gutenberg.org/files/ 2554/ 2554-h/ 2554-h.htm.

" ¢ Dostoevsky, FyodorCrime and Punishmentranslated by Constance Garnett. Projec

Gutenberg, last updated November 5, 2018ttp:// gutenberg.org/files/
2554/ 2554-h/ 2554-h.htm.
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. C 1 Philo of Alexandria,The Works of Philo: Greek Text wikhorphology, ed.

Peder Borgen, Kare Fuglseth, and Roald Skarsten (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible
Software, 2005), Logos Bible Software.

" ¢ Philo of Alexandria.The Works of Philo: Greek Text with Morpholodgdited by Peder

Borgen, Kare Fuglseth, and Roald Skarsten. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible
Software, 2005. Logos Bible Software.
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"1 OO Al - Al The name of the journal the article ipublished in
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. G 17 AUl A " MigiogMatthew® Political Messiah: A Closer Look at His

Birth and Infancy Narrativesh Bulletin for Biblical Researcl27, no. 3(2017): 345.

"¢" AGOAOR 7AUT A8 O- EOOEI G - AOOEAx00O 011

Yy T £AAT AU . BulzthAoOHblicAl ®@&séarci27, no. 3 (2017): 33%350.
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. C 1 Scott E. Bryant, review oMore than a SymbolTheBritish Baptist Recovery of
Baptismal Sacramentalismby Stanley K. Fowler, Baptist History and Heritage 39, nc
1 (Winter 2004): 120.

Shortened note:
2 Bryant, review of More than a SymbolL21.

" ¢ Bryant, Scott E. Review dflore than a SymbolTheBritish Baptist Recovery of
Baptismal Sacramentalismby Stanley K. FowleBaptist History and Heritage
39, no. 1 (Winter 2004): 120.
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. G 1Norman, 8 ' AZEION A0 h# DO ihiTHe EValy&itahDictionary of
World Religions ed. H. Wayne Hous@rand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2018), 429.

¢ Geisler,Norman, 8 021 I AT .&#nTOdEEvdngelicd Didtionary of World
Religions edted by H. Wayne Houseg428z435. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books, 2018.
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. C 1 Canadian Oxford Dictionary2nd ed.08 08 O#BOEOOEAT EOL

" ¢ Canadian Oxford Dictionary2nd ed.(Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press, 2004).
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April 30, 2020, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint -Paukthe-Apostle.

"¢3AT AAOOh %8 08 &E&scizBpediaBiithnnidlag mddifed Apdii30A 8
2020. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint -Paulthe-Apostle.
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renegadeparishioners-keep-the-faith-on-cape/.

(%2) 4+1 %51 ,340&5% R



Heritage

SEVINARY: rp 121 %! '1$30! #1
) £/ OEAOA EO 11 T AI AA AOOET Oh )CEGRE AOE AETT AT AOE
£l 01T Ah OEIi PI U AACET Ui 60 AEOAOEIT xEOE OEA OE
.0 1TheBaha'®® 1 £ OEA 5 ThéRakaAHoB A \BoksHijh for Blorth

Americah NMational Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United Statesccessed
August 4, 2021 http://www.bahai.us/content/section/7/36/

" ¢ The Bah&'is of the United State© 4 EA " AEUoap (1 OO0A 1T &£ &1
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United Statesccessed
August 4, 2021 http://www.bahai.us/content/section/7/36/

Fgrhyl* - %1
Turabian817.5.2

s s N oA s o~

I AT C EO AEOAA ETAKkOBEDPDGAT OAI ACABBT AGAOOEATI .
1TT0 APDPAOAT O OEAO OEA O OOAKI EDI AERACT QEAERART O
. Q 1Michael A. G. HaykiOD4 EA #EEAZE 1 £ 3ET1 A0O0 - A

2AAAET C 1T £ #EAQAAB blodl @@ GaspehGpalition: Canadian
Edition, June 2, 2019, https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/bedesvall/chief -
sinners-making-moral-judgment-reading-church-history/.
"¢c( AUEET h -EAEAAIl 18 '8 O4EA #EEAAE | £ 3
I £ #EOOAE AARAG@ilog) RBedGospel Coalition: Canadian Editior
June 2, 2019https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/bedes -wall/chief -
sinners-making-moral-judgment-reading-church-history/.

(%2) 4+1 %51 ,340&3% p


http://www.bahai.us/content/section/7/36/
http://www.bahai.us/content/section/7/36/

éghﬁ&%&age rp 121 %! '1$30! #1

rgF -, # 1-3@-2#" ', , - 2&#0

Turabian817.9.3

~ A N s oA~

1O | OAE AOi 61 OBEAI AhROOAAE Al x1 DPOEI AOU Oi O0AA
| EEA O OOA mOIi OEAih AT A OEAT AEOA OEAI AEO
AA AAT A O OOAAE Ai x1 OEA PDPOEiI AOU O 6O0AA AT A
AOA O®I IOET AOKEIOAOEGEA T O ET £ ORAOCEI L8l YTEAT OARADIT A

ui 60 AEOAOEIT xEIT Ai1OAET OxI AEOAOEIT O AOEA
) @EEA OAAT T ARN®U Ot ALLOBAE EOOU O1 OOAAh AT A Ui O
OEA NOT 6Anh OEAT UT O xEIIl A O% AOGANHE® GA0D E AIAIGIEIA

NOT OA3AA Aj11 AAOU 31 O0OAAS

y £ UT O AMENOEDETI ORBTT AAOU O OOAAh xEEAE EOOA
A DPOEI AOU O1 60AA j AT A OEAOAAEAR xAFEORGATE G h A
OOEiI AOUAEDADBAAEIRT AAOU 31 OOAA8 wgAi bl AO AOA AAIlLI

Primary Sourcequoted inSecondary Source

. ¢ 1Benjamin Keach# EOEOO ' 11T A OEA 7AU O (A
Improved(London, 1698), 8, quoted inAustin Walker, The Excellent Benjamin Keagch
2nd ed. (Kitchener, ON: Joshua Pres%)15), 63.

" ¢ Keach, Benjamint EOEOO !'1 1T T A OEA 7AU O (AAOGAI
London, 1698. Quoted in Austin WalkeThe Excellent Benjamin Keachnd
ed. (Kitchener, ON: Joshua Press, 201L5

Primary Sourcecifed inSecondary Source

. C 1 Benjamin KeachAntichrist Stormed Or,Mystery Babylon, the Great Whore,
and Great City, proved to be thgesent Church of Romgondon, 1689),136z7137,
cited in Austin Walker,The Excellent Benjamin KeacBnd ed. (Kitchener, ON: Joshus
Press, 2015), 201.

¢ Benjamin KeachAntichrist Stormed: Or, Mystery Babylon, the Great Whore, and Gr
City, proved to be the present Church of Robhwndon, 1689. Cited in Austin
Walker, The Excellent Benjamin KeacBnd ed. (Kitchener, ON: Joshua Press,
2015), 201.
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. 1 Ol A1~ Yalom, Irvin D.The Theory and Practice of Group Psychotherapy
AEAI ET COA 3rd ed. New York: Basic Books, 1985.
AT OoU(q
! T1 7T OAOAA Yalom, Irvin D.The Theory and Practice of Group Psychotherapy
AEAI ET COA 3rd ed. New York: Basic Books, 1985.
AT O0OU(, Based on his experience, and written from a psychodynami

perspective, this is one of the classic texts in group
counselling theory. The text clearly describes the stages of
group life and the process of doing group counselling.
Among the strengths of thigext are the five chapters Yalom
devotes to discussing the role of the counsellor/therapist in
the group process. Also of value is the chapter that discuss
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_|—> David Peterson, in introducing his work on the Book of Hebrews (hereafter Hebrews),

describes the Christian’s often awkward relationship with the book:

At first glance, Hebrews appears to be one of the most difficult NT books to understand
and relate to our modern world. Numerous OT quotations and allusions fill its pages and

Block quote
indented % inch
single-spaced
blank linebefore
and after, left-
aligned, no

quotation marks at
beginning or end

much detail about Israel’s priesthood and sacrificial system dominates the argument. By
the time some readers get to the comparison between Christ and Melchizedek in Heb. 7,

, they feel totally lost and wonder about the relevance of it all! ... but Hebrews is a gold
mine for those who want to dig deeply. There is much treasure here to enrich our
understanding of God and his purposes. Every carefully structured section contributes to
the development of a central theme, providing distinctive insights into the person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ and the nature of our salvation. Although many OT texts
are employed, some sections of Hebrews are based on the exposition of a single text, with

Footnote:
First lineindented

others being used in a supportive role. In this way we are shown how to interpret the OT
in the light of its fulfilment and can understand how the two divisions of the Christian
Bible link together.!

Footnotereference superscript, after punctuation

There is no doubt that what Peterson has said rings true in the minds of many Christians. Perhaps
they are still stuck wondering about the relevance of the book, or perhaps they understand, in
some way, the presence of its riches without truly understanding the substance of them.
Regardless of the situation one finds themselves in, this paper will hopefully serve as
contributing one piece to the puzzle that forms the beautiful mosaic that is Hebrews. While much
could be said (and has been said) on the very important topic of Melchizedek, and especially his
place in Hebrews for defending the supremacy of Christ’s priesthood, this paper will merely
provide a snapshot of this deep gold mine. Consider this to be an introduction to the subject, as
well as a guide for possible routes to be taken in linking the author’s usage of the Old Testament
texts in his argumentation in Hebrews 7.

In order to accomplish this task, this paper will begin by briefly examining the overall

context of Hebrews, laying a foundation as well as setting the stage for what is found in chapter

Y2 inch, superscript » | David Peterson, “Hebrews,” in New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition, ed. G. J. Wenham et al.,

footnote number,
single-spaced

4th ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 1320.

Page number
] «—

first page of paper (not cover page)

Arabic numeral, numbering begins at 1 on
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7. Next, the two Old Testament texts that are utilized in chapter 7 will be examined: Genesis
14:18-20 and Psalm 110:4. Following this examination, a brief presentation of extrabiblical
material will be provided to demonstrate possible links or common ideas contemporaneous with

the author of Hebrews. Finally, all of this information will be utilized in examining chapter 7,

1

1with an emphasis on presenting the author’s arguments and drawing on possible connections

1

ibetween his words and the sources that have been previously considered. As a result, this paper
1

1

iwill seek to clarify the arguments, as well as deepen the knowledge of the reader, in order to

'better understand this chapter and the obscure, but highly relevant, character of Melchizedek.

| Setting the Stage: Placing Chapter 7 Within the Wider Context of Hebrews
. Given the purpose of this paper, only a brief overview of Hebrews will be given. First,
:the authorship of the book remains unknown, though many suggestions have been offered.> With

Eregards to its form, James W. Thompson states,

! Although Hebrews contains an epistolary conclusion (13:18-25), the remainder of the

| book has a totally different character from the Christian epistolary tradition that began

| with Paul. It lacks the epistolary opening, the common epistolary topics, and the

i argumentative structure of the Pauline Epistles. Indeed, the author refers to his message
! as a “word of exhortation” (13:22), a term which is used elsewhere (Acts 13:15) for a

! synagogue sermon.’
1

1

1

1

1

2 Thomas D. Lea writes, “The book is anonymous. We find no name for a stated author. ... Eastern
| Christianity viewed Paul as the author,” and others have suggested “Luke, Apollos (see Acts 18:24), Barnabas,
! Priscilla, and Aquila.” Thomas D. Lea, Hebrews & James, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN:
| Holman Reference, 1999), 1. Likewise, Girdwood and Verkruyse suggest that “arguments have been made for Peter,
1 Jude, Stephen, Aristion, Priscilla, Silas, Timothy, Epaphras, Philip and Mary the mother of Jesus as possible authors
1 of Hebrews,” as well as “two other possibilities, ... An associate of Paul [and] some other anonymous Christian
1 unknown to us.” James Girdwood and Peter Verkruyse, Hebrews, College Press NIV Commentary (Joplin, MO:
'College Press, 1997), Introduction, Authorship. It is worth noting that “In its earliest attested form, the third-century
lChester Beatty papyrus ( 46), [Hebrews] is included, after Romans, among the Pauline epistles.” Harold W.
! Attrldge The Epistle to the Hebrews: A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, ed. Helmut Koester, Hermeneia
, | (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989), 1.

3 James W. Thompson, “Hebrews, Epistle to The,” in Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, ed. David Noel
' Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2000), 568.
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no blank lines
between notes

A. T. Robertson remarks that “it begins like a treatise, proceeds like a sermon, and concludes like
a letter.”* Suffice it to say, the style is rather unique among the writings in the New Testament.
While much more could be said on the origin, audience, nature, and form of Hebrews, for the
purposes of this paper it will have to remain with these brief remarks.

In examining the outline (or literary structure) of Hebrews, multiple outlines have been
posited, though only two will be examined here. The first, offered by Donald Guthrie, follows a
two-fold division: (1) The Superiority of the Christian Faith (1:1-10:18); and (2) Exhortations
(10:19-13:25).5 Paul Ellingworth, reflecting on Guthrie’s outline, states that it “returns to an

1.”° The second,

older tradition in dividing Hebrews into two main parts, doctrinal and practica
put forward by F. F. Bruce, provides a more detailed analysis: (1) The Finality of Christianity
(1:1-2:18); (2) The True Home of the People of God (3:1—4:13); (3) The High Priesthood of
Christ (4:14-6:20); (4) The Order of Melchizedek (7:1-28); (5) Covenant, Sanctuary and
Sacrifice (8:1-10:28); (6) Call to Worship, Faith and Perseverance (10:19-12:29); (7)
Concluding Exhortation and Prayer (13:1-21); and (8) Postscript (13:22-25).” While both
outlines contain subdivisions (which have not been mentioned here), Bruce’s outline provides, in
the opinion of this writer, a clearer division of the arguments found Hebrews.

With this outline in mind, one can see how the pericope at hand, Hebrews 7:1-28, is

sandwiched between the author’s description of “the high priesthood of Christ” and the

discussion surrounding the “covenant, sanctuary and sacrifice.” The author of Hebrews is

4 A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol. 5 (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1932),
328.

5 Donald Guthrie, The Letter to the Hebrews. An Introduction and Commentary, TNTC 15 (Downers
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 1983), 63—64.

¢ Paul Ellingworth, The Epistle to the Hebrews: A Commentary on the Greek Text, NIGTC (Grand Rapids,
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1993), 50.

7F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, rev. ed., NICNT (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1990),
vii—x. See alsoIEllingworth, Hebrews, 50—52.I

Shortened Footnotes
Last name Shortened Title page#.
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diligently trying to argue for the superiority of the priesthood of Christ in contradistinction to
that of the Levites (or Aaron), resulting in the superiority of the New Covenant over the Old.
Central to the author’s argument is that the priesthood of Christ is not after the order of the
Levites, but rather after the order of Melchizedek.® This new priesthood is the basis for
establishing a new covenant and a new law. As Wyatt Graham writes, “In the argument of
Hebrews, a new priestly office necessitates a new law and new covenant because all are tightly
connected.” In order to make his point that Christ’s priesthood is superior, the author of
Hebrews employs two main texts, which are the only texts available, from the Old Testament:
Genesis 14:18-20 and Psalm 110:4.'° Though the references to Melchizedek are few, he is
essential to understanding how Christ fulfills his offices of priest and king.!! In order to better

understand this, each of these Old Testament texts will be examined in turn.

Retracing the Old Testament References Heading Levep:

. . bold, italics, left-aligned,
Genesis 14:18-20: Abraham and Melchizedek < 12pt space before. after

Genesis 14:18-20 reads, “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine.

(He was a priest of God Most High.) And he blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram by God

8 Donald Guthrie writes, “although the method of argument in 7:1ff. borders on the allegorical, the author is
clear on the fundamental Christian position that Christ must belong to a higher order than that of Aaron, and in
introducing the Melchizedek motive he justifies his contention that, although Christ is not a Priest according to the
Aaronic order, he still is a Priest, and not only a Priest but a King.” Donald Guthrie, “Hebrews, Epistle to The,” in
New Bible Dictionary, ed. D. R. W. Wood et al., 3rd ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 461.

 Wyatt Graham, “Jesus Introduces a New Priesthood, New Law, and New Covenant,” blog, Wyatt Graham
(blog), February 21, 2021, https://wyattgraham.com/jesus-introduces-a-new-priesthood-new-law-and-new-
covenant/.

10 1n the Septuagint (LXX) it is Psalm 109:4. See Steeve Bélanger, “L’Epitre aux Hébreux dans le contexte
spéculatif sur la figure de Melchisédech durant la période du Second Temple de Jérusalem (Ile si¢cle avant notre
ére—ler siécle de notre ére),” Annali di Storia dell Esegesi 33, no. 1 (January 2016): 38.

"' As Moses Y. Lee put it, “Despite being one of the least mentioned and most obscure figures in the Old
Testament, Melchizedek, the king-priest of Salem, is foundational for understanding how Jesus occupies the offices
of king and priest—a dual honor that finds little to no precedent among Israelite kings.” Moses Y. Lee, “Who Is
Melchizedek?,” The Gospel Coalition: U.S. Edition, June 17, 2020, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-
melchizedek/.
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Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered
your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”'?

In this chapter, there is a battle that takes place between five kings and four kings. As a
result, Lot, who was “the son of Abram’s brother,” is taken captive, for he had been living in
Sodom (14:11-12). When Abram is alerted to this, he summons “his trained men” and sets out to
rescue Lot (14:13—14). They succeed and recover all that was taken, including Lot (14:15-16). It
is in this context that Abram encounters the king of Sodom, but more importantly, the king of
Salem, Melchizedek. Before examining the elements of the encounter, it is important to note that
in the following chapter, “the LORD made a covenant with Abram” (15:18). Sailhamer remarks
that “The purpose of Abraham’s covenant is that all the nations be blessed in his ‘seed.” This is
the Abrahamic covenant, and it is the central covenant of the Pentateuch.”!?

While it may seem that not much is said about Melchizedek, there is much to be said
about what is packed into these three verses. First, “His name, Malki-sedek, means ‘king of
righteousness’ (Hb. 7:2); the language ‘king of Salem,’ melek salem, means literally ‘king of
peace.””'* Second, he is described as being both a king and a priest—a priest-king (14:18). It is
significant that he is the king of Salem since Salem “is widely recognized as an ancient name for
Jerusalem (yérdsalayim) in Jewish tradition.”!'> Victor P. Hamilton adds, “Ps. 76:3 (Eng. 2)

explicitly connects Salem with Jerusalem (Zion).”'® Third, he is specifically mentioned as being

12 Unless otherwise stated, all English Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible: English
Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Logos Bible Software.

13 John Sailhamer, The Meaning of the Pentateuch: Revelation, Composition, and Interpretation (Downers
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2009), 369.

14 Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, NAC 1B (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2005), 148.
In reflecting on the author of Hebrews’ making this connection, Attridge suggests that “As the attestation of the
etymologies in Philo and Josephus indicate, we are dealing at this point with standard Jewish interpretations of the
name.” Attridge, Hebrews, 189.

15 Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, 148.

16 Victor P. Hamilton, The Book of Genesis: Chapters 117, NICOT (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1990), 409.
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the “priest of God Most High” (14:18; Hebrew: 11"y 9%7 179; Greek: iepgg 10D 0£00 100
OyioTo),!” who is also mentioned as being the “Maker of heaven and earth” (14:19). Mathews
remarks that ““Priest’ (kohén) in v. 18 is its first occurrence in the Bible.”'® Sailhamer, in
reflecting on the usage of creation terminology states,
Melchizedek’s reference to “the Most High God” of creation shows that the author of the
Pentateuch wants to trace God’s plan for the nations back to God’s plan for creation. This
is the first real link between creation and covenant, or creation and redemption, in the
Pentateuch. ... Melchizedek’s words to Abraham reveal his understanding of the creation

blessing that Abraham is about to inherit. ... By means of the Melchizedek narrative, the
author links the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant to the biblical creation account.”

Fourth, Melchizedek blesses Abram (14:19-20a). Mathews writes that “This incident ... is the
only priestly blessing in Genesis.”?’ He not only blesses Abram, but he also blesses “God Most
High” and recognizes that Abram’s victory was the result of his intervention (14:20a). Fifth,

Abram gives Melchizedek a tenth of everything, or a tithe (14:20).

Psalm 110:4: A Priest Forever, After the Order of Melchizedek

Psalm 110:1 and 4 read as follows: “A Psalm of David. The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit
at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” ... The LORD has sworn and will not
change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.””?!

It could be argued that without this Psalm, and specifically this verse in the Psalm, the
argument of Hebrews would not carry as much force. While only verse 4 is quoted, it will be

important to examine the Psalm as a whole. Before digging into Psalm 110, a brief overview of

17 Unless otherwise stated, all Hebrew Old Testament text is taken from Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia:
With Werkgroep Informatica, Vrije Universiteit Morphology; Bible. O.T. Hebrew. Werkgroep Informatica, Vrije
Universiteit. (Logos Bible Software, 2006), Logos Bible Software. Unless otherwise stated, all Greek Old Testament
text is taken from Alfred Rahlfs, ed., Septuaginta: With Morphology (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1979),
Logos Bible Software.

18 Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, 149.

19 Sailhamer, Meaning of the Pentateuch, 372-73.

20 Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, 149.

21T have included verse 1 because it plays an integral part in the book of Hebrews as well.
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the nature of the book of Psalms is in order. It has been suggested that one should employ “the
canonical method of studying ... the shape of the Psalter and ask questions about the possibility
of a deliberate, rather than random, ordering of the psalms within the book.”?> William P. Brown
suggests that “The Psalter, moreover, divides itself five major sections or books™: Book I: Psalms
1-41; Book II: Psalms 42—-72; Book III: Psalms 73—89; Book IV: 90-106; and Book V: Psalms
107-150.2% “This outline,” according to deClaissé-Walford, Jacobson, and Tanner, “follows the
‘five books’ of the Psalter as they are presented and preserved in the Masoretic tradition.”?* The
separation of these books is marked off by a doxology.>® Brown suggests that “Psalms 2-89 seem
to form a corpus that presents an earthly (i.e., Davidic) view of kingship (i.e., Books I-III), in
contrast to Books IV-V (Psalms 90—150), which develop the theme of divine kingship.”?®

More specifically, Psalm 110 is “a royal psalm ... probably used originally at the
coronation of Judean kings,” though others date the psalm to be post-exilic.?” Regardless, J.
Clinton McCann, Jr. suggests that “It is likely that Psalm 110 existed before the exile, but it is
clear that the disappearance of the monarchy in 587 BCE would have necessitated a
reinterpretation of the psalm.”?® It is important to note this, for Brevard Childs writes,

Because David’s rule had become a type of God’s reign, an adumbration of the

eschatological rule of God, mythopoetic language could be applied to the reigning

monarch as the emissary of God’s righteous rule. When the Hebrew psalmist spoke in
such an ideal fashion, he was confessing his hope in God’s rule which would be ushered

22 Nancy L. deClaissé-Walford, Rolf A. Jacobson, and Beth LaNeel Tanner, eds., The Book of Psalms,
NICOT (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2014), 21.

2 William P. Brown, “The Psalms: An Overview,” in The Oxford Handbook of the Psalms, ed. William P.
Brown (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 3. For a similar list, see deClaissé-Walford, Jacobson, and
Tanner, Psalms, 46-47.

24 deClaissé-Walford, Jacobson, and Tanner, Psalms, 46.

%5 Peter C. Craigie and Marvin E. Tate, Psalms 1-50, 2nd ed., WBC 19 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2004), 30.

26 Brown, “Psalms: An Overview,” 47.

27]. Clinton McCann Jr., Psalms, ed. Leander E. Keck, New Interpreter’s Bible 4 (Nashville, TN:
Abingdon Press, 1996), 1129. “Other royal psalms in the Hebrew Psalter are Pss. 2, 18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101, 132,
and 144.” deClaissé-Walford, Jacobson, and Tanner, Psalms, 834nl. See also Leslie C. Allen, Psalms 101-150, rev.
ed., WBC 21 (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2002), 113.

28 McCann, Psalms, 1129.
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in one day by God’s anointed. Moreover, there are several clear indices in the present
editorial positioning of these royal psalms that they were heard in the post-exilic period
as eschatological, indeed as messianic hymns. Although the psalms actualize the reign of
God liturgically in a different way from the prophets, both testimonies pointed beyond
the historical institution of kingship to an eschatological reality.?’

If Childs is correct, then there is no question as to the usage of this psalm by the author of
Hebrews. In terms of the structure, Allen remarks that “the structure is determined by the
oracular introductions of vv 1 and 4, which are both followed by amplifications.” John
Goldingay remarks that “vv. 1 and 4 might be taken as referring to different people, but Yhwh’s
oath to the priest is similar to Yhwh’s promise to the king, so more likely both designations
apply to the same person.”! He likewise points out that “the psalm is the twin of Ps. 2, which
speaks similarly of what Yhwh will do for and through the king.”* It is worth noting that in
Psalm 2:2 one of the subjects is the LORD’s “Anointed” and in 2:7 it says, “The LORD said to
me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you,’” and likewise in 2:12 it states, “Kiss the Son.”
These parallels cannot be overlooked. Though, moving away from generalities, a proper
examination of the language of Psalm 110, specifically verse 4, is in order.

Leslie Allen notes that “The second oracle is a solemn pledge to the king’s sacred role in
Yahweh’s purposes. A divine oath is especially associated with the Davidic covenant. ... There
was now a divinely appointed successor to the dynastic line of Jebusite priest-kings, but his rule
was destined not to be superseded as theirs had been.”** Tucker and Grant suggest that “the Lord

swore to David that he will establish a kingdom for David, and, despite circumstances that may

2 Brevard S. Childs, Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985),
120.

30 Allen, Psalms 101-150, 113.

31 John Goldingay, Psalms, vol. 3, BCOTWP (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008), 291.

2 Goldingay, Psalms, 3:291.

3 Allen, Psalms 101-150, 116. VanGemeren echoes this: “The irrevocable oath is none other than what the
Lord has promised to David pertaining to his dynasty.” Willem A. VanGemeren, Psalms, ed. Tremper Longman 111
and David E. Garland, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Revised Edition 5 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008),
816.
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challenge that promise, Yahweh affirms that he will not change his mind.”** Likewise, Hossfeld
and Zenger agree by stating, “Psalm 110 seems to respond to this lament when it so powerfully
emphasizes that YHWH has not retracted his oath to ‘David’ and does not regret it, but on the
contrary will affirm and fulfill it through the election of a ‘new’ David.”* It should be noted
that, in Israel, “the realms of monarchy and priesthood remained relatively separate. But similar
to Melchizedek, the king in Psalm 110 will serve as mediator between Yahweh and his people
even as he fends off the military aggression of the nations.”*® Regardless of when one dates the
psalm, there is clearly a link between the king and the priest, and the fact that the order is after

that of Melchizedek.

An Examination of Pertinent Extrabiblical Literature
Dead Sea Scrolls
With regards to the Dead Sea Scrolls, there are two references found among the Qumran
fragments. The first is 1QGen.Apoc. (specifically 22.14—17), which, according to Nahum M.
Sarna, “does not differ from the Pentateuch in its presentation of the king.”3” The second is
11Q13 (11QMelch), which has been dated to be “between the second half of the second century

BC to the first half of the first century AD.”*® Donald W. Burdick describes the text as being, “an

3 W. Dennis Tucker Jr. and Jamie A. Grant, Psalms, Volume 2, NIVAC (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2018), 593.

3 Frank-Lothar Hossfeld and Erich Zenger, Psalms 3: A Commentary on Psalms 101-150, ed. Klaus
Baltzer, trans. Linda M. Maloney, Hermeneia (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2011), 146.

36 Tucker and Grant, Psalms, 593.

37 Nahum M. Sarna, Genesis, JPS Torah Commentary (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1989),
380. To the best of my abilities, I examined the text in Martinez and Tigchelaar and it was nearly identical to the
biblical text. Florentino Garcia Martinez and Eibert J. C. Tigchelaar, The Dead Sea Scrolls: Study Edition, vol. 2
(New York: Brill, 1998), 1206-9.

38 Chris McKnight, “Melchizedek Scroll,” in Lexham Bible Dictionary, ed. John D. Barry et al.
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016), Logos Bible Software. George Guthrie remarks that this text “dates from
around the time of Christ’s birth.” George H. Guthrie, “Hebrews,” in Commentary on the New Testament Use of the
Old Testament, ed. G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 967.
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eschatological midrash built on the concept of the Jubilee Year (Lev. 25) and weaving in a
number of eschatological passages.” He continues,
A. S. van der Woude, the original publisher of 11QMelch, saw Melchizedek as playing a
significant role, standing in the assembly of God among the angelic beings. There he is
depicted as executing divine judgment, which is somehow related to the Jubilee Year. He

also seems to be involved either as the one who atones for the sins of the people or as the
priest who mediates atonement to them.>

George Guthrie remarks that, in this text, “the last ‘Jubilee’ [is] called the “Year of
Melchizedek,’ in which Melchizedek is said to bring deliverance and salvation to the people of
God by defeating Belial and his evil spirits. ... Melchizedek seems to be some type of heavenly
figure, perhaps an exalted angel”*° He likewise remarks that “the Qumran literature uses
Melchizedek quite differently than does Hebrews.”*! Therefore, even though one could argue for
some parallels, upon further examination it is highly unlikely that they are true parallels, or that

the author of Hebrews was utilizing these sources as a basis of understanding and interpretation.

2 Enoch

There is also a section on Melchizedek found in 2 Enoch, which, while having been dated
to “the latter half of the first century A.D., ... was preserved only in Slavonic,”** though a Greek
and a Hebrew or Aramaic origin is likely.*> Lumpkin notes that “of the twenty or more
manuscripts dating from the 13" century A.D. no single one contains the complete text of 2

Enoch. When pieced together there appears to be two versions, ... the long and short version.”**

¥ Donald W. Burdick, “Melchizedek,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. Geoffrey W.
Bromiley, rev. ed., vol. 3 (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1986), 313.

40 George Guthrie, “Hebrews,” 967.

4! George Guthrie, “Hebrews,” 961.

42 Joseph B. Lumpkin, The Books of Enoch (Blountsville, AL: Fifth Estate, 2010), 219. Nickelsburg agrees,
remarking that “the book’s concern about animal sacrifice appears to presume the existence of the Second Temple.”
George W. E. Nickelsburg, Jewish Literature Between the Bible and the Mishnah: A Literary and Historical
Introduction, 2nd ed. (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2005), 225.

43 Nickelsburg, Jewish Literature, 225, and Lumpkin, Books of Enoch, 222-23.

# Lumpkin, Books of Enoch, 221. See also Nickelsburg, Jewish Literature, 221.
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